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Section 1.0 Seneca Falls WRA Boundary 
 

1.1. Waterfront Revitalization Area Boundary 
The Town of Seneca Falls Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) covers a Waterfront 
Revitalization Area (WRA) that includes sections of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal and Cayuga Lake, and 
adjacent upland features that fall within the Town’s municipal boundaries. The Seneca Falls WRA is 
illustrated on Map 1-1 Proposed Waterfront Revitalization Area. Within the Seneca Falls WRA, the 
segment of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal extends for approximately 6.65 linear miles and the segment 
of the Cayuga Lake extends for approximately 4.93 linear miles. The Seneca Falls WRA encompasses 
5.99 square miles of the 27.44 square miles occupied by the Town. Within the Seneca Falls WRA, the 
Cayuga-Seneca Canal Subarea encompasses 1.20 square miles, and the Cayuga Lakeshore Subarea 
encompasses 4.79 square miles.  
 
The Cayuga-Seneca Canal and Cayuga Lake are designated inland waterways listed in Section 911 of 
Article 42 of the New York State Executive law. Due to the location and length of the sections of the 
waterways within the Town’s municipal boundaries, and the need to provide organized information 
for users of the LWRP document, the Seneca Falls WRA is divided into two subareas: the Cayuga-
Seneca Canal Subarea and the Cayuga Lakeshore Subarea, as described below and illustrated on 
Map 1-1B and Map 1-1C, respectively.  

 

1.2. Boundary Criteria  

The proposed Town of Seneca Falls LWRP covers a WRA that encompasses portions of the Cayuga-
Seneca Canal and Cayuga Lake and adjacent upland features within the Town’s municipal 
boundaries.  The WRA is designed to capture the Town’s predominant waterways of the canal and 
lake, to safeguard these natural resources and improve water quality, enhance public waterfront 
access and water-related uses, and guide development and redevelopment of underutilized 
waterfront areas.  

The WRA includes the entirety of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal that falls within the Town’s municipal 
boundary as this waterway is an essential feature of the history of Seneca Falls and its prominence 
within the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. The canal flows through the center of 
downtown Seneca Falls, providing opportunities for scenic waterfront recreation along the Seneca 
Falls Canal Habor and Ludovico Sculpture Trail, as week as economic revitalization opportunities 
spurred by the combination of cultural, historical, and natural resources in the downtown. The WRA 
also includes all of the Cayuga Lakeshore that falls within the Town boundaries. This waterway 
includes portions of the Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, the Cayuga Lake State Park, and miles 
of lakeshore home to local businesses and private residences contributing to the quaint lifestyle and 
the quality of life in Seneca Falls. These two waterways create unique opportunities for the Town to 
utilize the LWRP to promote natural resource conservation, sustainability, and resilience, improve 
public waterfront access and water-related uses, spur downtown revitalization, and plan for the best 
use and development of underutilized waterfront areas.  
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As such, the WRA is intended to include all features within the Town of Seneca Falls that may have a 
significant impact on the community’s waterways and have one or more of the following 
characteristics:  

- Areas with direct access to, dependent upon, or making use of the Town’s waterways.  
- Natural features that are affected, have an effect, or will have an impact on the community’s 

waterways. 
- Lands that have direct functional, cultural, social, and/or historical connections to the 

community’s waterways including lands located within the historic downtown. 
- Lands that have a direct aesthetic relationship with the community waterfront, including 

lands that may be clearly visible from the waterfront or may have waterfront views from a 
portion of the land. 
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MAP 1-1 Proposed Waterfront Revitalization AREA 
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1.3. Landside Boundary 

The inland, landside, boundaries of the Town of Seneca Falls WRA are split into two subareas that 
differentiate between the Cayuga-Seneca Canal and the Cayuga Lakeshore. These inland boundaries 
include the land adjacent to the waterways and are designed to capture the Town’s natural, 
historical, and cultural resources as outlined in the boundary criteria description in section 1.2.  

1.3.1  Cayuga-Seneca Canal Subarea Boundary 
The boundary of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal Subarea of the Seneca Falls WRA begins at the northern 
inlet of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal in Cayuga Lake and proceeds west for approximately 1.18 miles to 
Route 89; then, 

I. Continues north for approximately .02 miles along Route 89 before turning west along 
Hyatt Road for approximately .25 miles, crossing the railroad track; then,  

II. Proceeds west following the Canal Corporation parcel lines along the Cayuga-Seneca 
Canal corridor for approximately 2.93 miles until hitting Johnston Street; then, 

III. Continues west along Johnston for approximately .10 miles, then parallels the railroad 
tracks for approximately .07 miles; then, 

IV. Crosses the railroad tracks and proceeds northwest along Pine Street for approximately 
.20 miles, crossing Cayuga Street and following along two residential properties for 
approximately .12 miles, until reaches State Street; then,  

V. Continues south along State Street for approximately .38 miles until reaching Chapel 
Street and turns right; then,  

VI. Proceeds along Chapel Street for approximately .18 miles, crosses Mynderse Street, until 
reaching Clinton Street; then, 

VII. Turns south along Clint Street for approximately .19 miles until turning west along Miller 
Street for .30 miles; then, 

VIII. Turns south, continuing along Rumsey Street for approximately .06 miles until reaching 
Route 20; then, 

IX. Continues westward along Route 20 for approximately 2.01 miles until arriving at the 
western town line; then,  

X. Proceeds south along the Townline, across the Cayuga-Seneca Canal to River Road for 
approximately .21 miles and continues east along River Road for approximate 1.57 miles 
until reaching West Bayard Street; then, 

XI. Continues east along West Bayard Street for approximately .82 miles until turning south 
onto Center St for approximately .22 miles and then north along Ovid Street for 
approximately .14 miles until turning into Green Street; then, 

XII. Proceeds along Green Street for approximately .18 miles until reaching White Street; 
then, 

XIII. Travels north approximately .11 miles along White Street; then, 
XIV. Turns east along East Bayard Street for approximately .86 miles, passing the St 

Columbkille and Rest Vale Cemeteries; then, 
XV. Continues north after crossing over the old Village boundary to follow along vacant 

parcels owned by NYSEG; then,  
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XVI. Proceeds along the Cayuga-Seneca Canal corridor east for approximately 2.03 miles; 
then, 

XVII. Continues north approximately .17 miles along Route 89; then, 
XVIII. Follows along the Canal Corporation property lines for the Cayuga-Seneca Canal corridor 

and Demont Road for approximately 1.2 feet until reaching the outlet in Cayuga Lake, 
and back to the beginning point. 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

MAP 1-1B Proposed Cayuga-Seneca Canal Subarea 
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1.3.2 Cayuga-Lakeshore Subarea Boundary 
The boundary of the Cayuga Lakeshore Subarea of the Seneca Falls WRA begins at the northeastern 
town line and proceeds west for approximately 1.25 miles along the Montezuma Wildlife Refuge 
boundary; then, 

I. Continues south along the Montezuma Wildlife boundary for .12 miles and then 
continues west for approximately .17 miles; then, 

II. Proceeds south along the eastern side of Route 89 for approximately .63 miles; then, 
III. Continues along the Cayuga-Seneca Canal corridor for approximately 2.36 miles, 

returning to the eastern side of Route 89; then, 
IV. Travels south along the eastern side of Route 89 for approximately 4.38 miles until 

reaching the southern town line; then, 
V. Proceeds east for approximately 1.1 miles until reaching the eastern town line; then, 
VI. Continues north along the eastern town line through the middle of Cayuga Lake for 

approximately 5.27 miles until reaching the northern town line and back to the starting 
point.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DRAFT



Seneca Falls LWRP // Section 1: Waterfront Revitalization Area 

9 | P a g e  
 

 

MAP 1-1C Proposed Cayuga Lakeshore 
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1.4. Waterside Boundary: Harbor Management Area 

The Harbor Management Area (HMA) of the Town of Seneca Falls WRA encompasses the entirety of 
the Cayuga-Seneca Canal and Cayuga Lake located within the Town of Seneca Falls municipal 
boundary. The HMA is split into two subareas to account for the distinction between the two 
waterfront areas. The lands adjacent to the water are not included in the HMA. 

1.4.1 Cayuga-Seneca Canal HMA Subarea  
The Cayuga-Seneca Canal HMA Subarea begins at the northern inlet of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal in 
the Cayuga Lake and continues east for approximately 6.65 linear miles along the entirety of 
waterways within the canal until reaching the eastern Townline.  

1.4.2  Cayuga Lakeshore HMA Subarea  
The Cayuga Lakeshore HMA Subarea begins at the northeastern town line and continues along the 
Cayuga Lakeshore for approximately 4.93 linear miles. The HMA subarea boundary includes the 
waterways between the Cayuga lakeshore and the Town’s eastern municipal boundary. The 
boundary distance between the shoreline and the Town’s eastern municipal border varies based on 
location but encompasses all of the Cayuga Lake waterways that fall within the Town.  
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MAP 1-1A Proposed Harbor Management Area 
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