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occurrence of a rare community type. The Floodplain Forest (S2S3) is a bottomland forest 
occupying low-lying areas adjacent to the Seneca River. Typically, bottomland hardwood forests are 
river swamps, found along rivers and streams that experience flooding beyond the channel 
confines. These areas are important to protect due to the wildlife habitats, flora, and fauna that 
grow and live in the nearby areas.18 

The New York Natural Heritage Program is, by law, a program of the New York State DEC and is 
implemented as a partnership between DEC and the State University of New York College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry (ESF). The New York Natural Heritage Program provides an 
inventory of threatened and endangered species, habitats, and natural communities in NYS. The 
exact location of threatened and endangered species is protected due to the sensitive nature of the 
information. However, the DEC does provide a list of the general areas where rare species or 
habitats are found. Additional permits and regulations are required for development activities near 
threatened and endangered species.  

 

Endangered Species 
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service identifies several species of plants and animals within the WRA that 
are considered endangered or threatened. Special considerations and/or mitigation efforts, which 
may include consultation with the DEC, must be taken when development takes place in or near 
the habitat of endangered or threatened species. For example, projects involving road work in close 
proximity to a waterbody inhabited by endangered mussels must have mitigation measures in place 
to ensure the sediment does not disturb the mussels’ habitat. The endangered, threatened, 
proposed endangered, and proposed threatened species located within the WRA include: 

Indiana bat (Myotis sodalist) – a small, insectivorous, migratory bat that hibernates colonially in 
caves and mines in the winter. The species was originally listed as in danger of extinction under the 
Endangered Species Preservation Act of 1966 and is currently listed as endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. (Endangered.) 

Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) – a wide-ranging, federally endangered bat species 
found in 37 states and eight provinces in North America. The species typically overwinters in caves 
or mines and spends the remainder of the year in forested habitats. As its name suggests, the 
northern long-eared bat is distinguished by its long ears, particularly as compared to other bats in 
the genus Myotis. (Endangered.) 

Tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) – a small insectivorous bat that is distinguished by its unique 
tricolored fur and often appears yellowish to nearly orange. The once common species is wide-
ranging across the eastern and central United States and portions of southern Canada, Mexico and 
Central America. During the winter, tricolored bats are often found in caves, abandoned mines, and 
road-associated culverts. During the spring, summer, and fall, tricolored bats are found in forested 
habitats where they roost in trees, primarily among leaves of live or recently dead deciduous 
hardwood trees. Tricolored bats face extinction due primarily to the impacts of white-nose 

 
18 NY Natural Heritage Conservation Guide, Floodplain Forest. Floodplain Forest Guide - New York Natural 
Heritage Program. 
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